
ESP Journal of Engineering Technology Advancements [ESPJETA] 
International Conference on Emerging Computational Technologies  

Eternal Scientific Publication / Conference Proceedings - (ICECT-2024) / ISSN:  2583-2646

This is an open access article under the CC BY-NC-ND license (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/2.0/) 

Original Article 

Improving Face Recognition Accuracy in Low-Resolution 
Images Using Deep Learning Techniques 
 

Faruku Umar Ambursa 

University Technology Malaya, Malaysia. 
 

Abstract: Face recognition technology has witnessed significant advances in recent years, but its performance 

degrades when applied to low-resolution images due to the loss of crucial facial features. This research explores how 

deep learning techniques, particularly Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs), Super-Resolution Generative 

Adversarial Networks (SRGANs), and transfer learning, can be leveraged to improve face recognition accuracy in low-

resolution environments. We propose a multi-stage framework that includes preprocessing for image enhancement 

and a custom face recognition network designed to handle degraded visual information. Experiments were conducted 

on several publicly available datasets, and the results demonstrate a notable improvement in accuracy compared to 

traditional face recognition methods, particularly when combined with image super-resolution techniques. Our 

findings suggest that integrating deep learning-based enhancement and recognition models can significantly mitigate 

the challenges posed by low-resolution images, offering promising solutions for real-world applications such as 

surveillance, security, and identity verification. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

 Face recognition systems are widely used across various applications, ranging from security and surveillance to 

mobile authentication. However, one of the significant challenges in real-world scenarios is the degradation in image quality, 

particularly when images are captured at low resolutions. Low-resolution images pose a major problem for face recognition 

because they contain fewer facial details, which can hinder the accuracy of conventional face recognition algorithms. The loss 

of critical features, such as subtle texture or distinctive landmarks (e.g., the contours of eyes, nose, or mouth), makes it 

difficult for traditional methods to perform well. Furthermore, low-resolution images are more susceptible to noise, 

compression artifacts, and distortions, further complicating accurate recognition. 

 

 This research focuses on enhancing face recognition accuracy specifically in low-resolution environments by 

leveraging deep learning techniques. Deep learning, with its ability to model complex non-linear relationships in data, has 

shown immense promise in tackling image-related challenges, including enhancing image quality and feature extraction. The 

objective of this study is to explore how deep learning models, such as Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs) and 

Generative Adversarial Networks (GANs), can be used to improve the recognition performance on low-resolution images. 

The scope of this research includes not only the development of a recognition system that is more robust to low-resolution 

images but also the integration of image enhancement methods like super-resolution to mitigate the effects of low 

resolution. 

 

 By addressing the challenges posed by low-resolution images, this research aims to push the boundaries of face 

recognition technology, making it more reliable and effective in real-world scenarios where image quality cannot always be 

guaranteed. 

 

II. LITERATURE REVIEW 

 Face recognition has evolved significantly over the past few decades, from traditional methods based on geometric 

features (e.g., Eigenfaces) to more sophisticated approaches involving machine learning and deep learning. Early techniques 

like Principal Component Analysis (PCA) or Linear Discriminant Analysis (LDA) were effective under ideal conditions, where 

the images were high quality and well-lit. However, these methods struggled to generalize when applied to low-resolution or 

noisy images, as they relied heavily on predefined features that were often not detectable in degraded images. 

 

 With the rise of deep learning, Convolutional Neural Networks (CNNs) became a popular approach for face 

recognition due to their ability to automatically learn relevant features from raw image data. Modern CNN architectures, 
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such as ResNet, VGG, and InceptionNet, have demonstrated impressive accuracy in standard face recognition tasks. 

However, when faced with low-resolution images, the performance of these models tends to drop significantly due to the 

insufficient representation of facial features at low scales. To address this, various studies have proposed solutions involving 

image enhancement techniques, including super-resolution methods, to improve the quality of input images before they are 

fed into a recognition model. 

 

 One popular solution in recent years is the use of Generative Adversarial Networks (GANs) for image super-

resolution. GANs have been shown to effectively generate high-resolution images from low-resolution counterparts by 

learning intricate details from the data. Similarly, other deep learning models that perform image upscaling and restoration 

have also been applied to the problem of low-resolution face recognition. However, these techniques are not without 

limitations, such as the need for high-quality training data and the difficulty in balancing the trade-off between 

computational cost and accuracy. 

 

 The literature suggests that while deep learning techniques, especially when combined with image enhancement, hold 

great potential for improving low-resolution face recognition, there are still several challenges that remain. This study aims 

to build on the existing work and push the boundaries of current approaches by exploring the integration of state-of-the-art 

techniques in both recognition and enhancement tasks. 

 

III. METHODOLOGY 

 This research proposes a novel framework for improving face recognition accuracy in low-resolution images by 

combining deep learning-based face recognition models with image enhancement techniques. The methodology is divided 

into several components: dataset selection, preprocessing, model architecture, and evaluation metrics. 

 

A. Dataset Selection: 

 To evaluate the proposed methods, we used publicly available face recognition datasets, such as LFW (Labeled Faces 

in the Wild), VGGFace2, and additional low-resolution face datasets that simulate real-world low-quality scenarios. The 

datasets contain a wide range of faces under different lighting conditions, poses, and resolutions. Low-resolution images are 

created by downsampling high-resolution images and introducing noise, compression artifacts, or blurring to simulate 

typical low-quality input. 

 

B. Preprocessing: 

 The images in the datasets are preprocessed to standardize input sizes and improve model convergence during 

training. In addition to resizing images to the required dimensions, we apply data augmentation techniques, such as random 

cropping, flipping, and rotation, to increase the diversity of training data and make the model more robust. For the low-

resolution images, we apply a multi-scale approach, degrading the images to different levels of resolution to simulate various 

types of image degradation. 

 

C. Deep Learning Models:  

 The core of this study involves two key components: the super-resolution model and the face recognition model. For 

super-resolution, we employ a Generative Adversarial Network (GAN), specifically the Super-Resolution Generative 

Adversarial Network (SRGAN), which has shown promise in generating high-quality images from low-resolution inputs. 

SRGAN consists of two networks: a generator that produces the high-resolution images and a discriminator that evaluates 

their quality, encouraging the generator to improve iteratively. After enhancing the images using SRGAN, we pass them 

through a CNN-based face recognition model, which is fine-tuned to recognize faces from the high-resolution images. 

To improve recognition accuracy further, we utilize a triplet loss function with a Siamese network architecture. This model 

learns to map faces to a feature space where the distance between similar faces is minimized, and the distance between 

dissimilar faces is maximized. Transfer learning is used by leveraging pre-trained models like ResNet or VGGNet, which are 

fine-tuned on the face recognition task for enhanced feature extraction. 

 

D. Evaluation Metrics: 

 The effectiveness of the proposed method is evaluated using standard metrics like accuracy, precision, recall, and F1-

score. We also assess the performance of image enhancement through objective image quality metrics, such as Peak Signal-

to-Noise Ratio (PSNR) and Structural Similarity Index (SSIM), to measure improvements in the resolution and detail of the 

input images. Furthermore, the trade-offs between computational efficiency and recognition accuracy are considered to 

ensure the approach is practical for real-world applications. 
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E. Experiments and Results: 

 In this section, we present the experimental setup used to evaluate the performance of the proposed deep learning-

based face recognition system. The experiments were conducted on both high-resolution and low-resolution versions of the 

selected datasets. We performed a series of experiments to compare the performance of the proposed model against 

traditional methods, as well as other recent approaches to low-resolution face recognition. 

 

F. Experimental Setup: 

 The training and testing sets were split in a standard 80-20 ratio, with the training set used to train the face 

recognition model and the testing set used for evaluation. To simulate real-world low-resolution conditions, we created 

multiple sets of low-resolution images at varying scales (e.g., 32x32, 64x64, and 128x128 pixels) from the original high-

resolution images. We then applied noise and blur to further degrade the image quality and tested how well the models 

performed under these conditions. 

 

G. Results Comparison:  

 The results indicate a clear improvement in recognition accuracy when using the proposed framework, particularly 

when compared to traditional face recognition methods that do not use any image enhancement techniques. Specifically, 

models that combined super-resolution techniques (such as SRGAN) with deep CNN-based recognition networks showed 

significant improvements in both recognition accuracy and image quality, as measured by PSNR and SSIM scores. Compared 

to baseline CNNs, the enhanced images improved the model's ability to correctly identify faces, even in severely degraded 

conditions. 

 

H. Performance Analysis:  

 A deeper analysis reveals that while the recognition accuracy improves as the resolution of the input images 

increases, even at lower resolutions, the model trained with the proposed framework outperforms traditional methods. The 

performance gains were most noticeable in recognition tasks involving faces with significant occlusions, blurriness, or 

compression artifacts. We also observed that training on low-resolution images with the help of GANs to generate high-

quality images provided better generalization compared to training on high-resolution images alone. 

 

IV. DISCUSSION 

 The results of the experiments demonstrate that combining deep learning-based face recognition with super-

resolution techniques can substantially improve face recognition accuracy, even in low-resolution environments. The use of 

GANs for image enhancement helps recover critical facial details that are often lost due to low resolution, leading to better 

feature extraction and ultimately improved recognition performance. The triplet loss function, used in conjunction with the 

CNN, enables the model to learn a more discriminative feature space, which is essential for recognizing faces with minimal 

data. 

 

 However, several challenges still remain. While super-resolution can enhance image quality, it does not completely 

eliminate the loss of information that occurs in extremely low-resolution images. Additionally, training deep learning 

models, especially GANs, requires significant computational resources and a large amount of data to generalize well. Further 

research is needed to develop more efficient models that can achieve high performance with reduced computational costs. 

Additionally, the proposed method may face difficulties when applied to highly occluded faces or images with significant 

lighting variations. 

 

 The practical applications of this work are broad, ranging from enhancing the accuracy of surveillance systems to 

improving user authentication on mobile devices. Given the increasing prevalence of low-quality images in real-world 

settings, this research could be vital for improving the robustness of face recognition systems in applications where image 

quality cannot be guaranteed. 

 

V. CONCLUSION 

 This study demonstrates that deep learning techniques, particularly the combination of super-resolution networks 

(SRGANs) and face recognition CNNs, can significantly enhance face recognition accuracy in low-resolution images. By 

leveraging GANs for image enhancement and fine-tuning a face recognition network to extract relevant features, the 

proposed framework shows marked improvements in recognition accuracy compared to traditional methods. While the 

results are promising, there is room for improvement in model efficiency and generalization, especially when dealing with 

extreme image degradation or occlusion. 
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 Future research could focus on exploring more advanced image restoration techniques, incorporating attention 

mechanisms into the recognition model, or exploring lightweight models for real-time applications. Furthermore, enhancing 

the training data with more varied examples of low-resolution faces could improve model robustness. Overall, this research 

provides a promising step toward addressing the long-standing challenge of face recognition in low-resolution 

environments, with significant implications for security, surveillance, and beyond. 
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